Greg Ritchie

Since moving to New York City in 2003 Greg Ritchie has been touted as one of the city’s premiere young drummers. As a sideman in high demand, Greg has been been involved in countless musical settings in a wide variety of music. He has performed with many of today’s finest jazz musicians including Dave Liebman, Seamus Blake, Vic Juris and Donny McCaslin in addition to being an integral member of rock, pop and folk groups such as Clare and the Reasons & Zach Williams.

He currently resides in Brooklyn where he is busy touring, performing, rehearsing and composing for his own projects as well as ‘The Story’ (www.thestorymusic.com) which he co-leads.
www.gregritchie.com
www.thestorymusic.com
Sam Harris

"He plays from a place of sincerity that sets him apart from his counterparts.  His willingness to straddle the fence of jazz piano history allows him to create a fresh take on jazz... I will be watching and listening to his every move."
-Jason Moran

Sam Harris's life in music began at the age of two, when, thanks to incredible foresight, his mother put him in early piano lessons.  Sam quickly excelled in his classical training, and by the age of ten was competing regularly on the local and statewide levels and performing in masterclasses for such distinguished artists as Van Cliburn winners Jose Feghali and Vladimir Viardo.  At Booker T. Washington Arts Magnet High School in Dallas, Texas, he discovered jazz and was soon consumed with the dual pursuit of classical and improvisatory music.  His talents were recognized in the national Downbeat Magazine Student Music Awards (Best Original Composition winner 2004, Best Jazz Soloist honorable mention 2004) and the NEA Arts Recognition and Talent Search.  In 2004 he moved to New York to attend the Manhattan School of Music on scholarship, where he studied privately with Garry Dial, Jason Moran, and John Riley.  After graduating in only three years, he returned to MSM in 2007 and in 2009 graduated with his Master's degree.  He has appeared at such venues as Iridium, Dizzy's Coca Cola Club, the Jazz Gallery, 55 bar, Concertgebouw (Amsterdam), and Carnegie Hall, as well as the 2003 and 2004 IAJE Conferences, the Portland Jazz Festival, and the Pontevedra (Spain) Jazz Festival.  He has performed in bands led by such forward-thinking musicians as Logan Richardson, Ambrose Akinmusire, and Linda Oh, and has also played with artists like Dave Douglas, Joel Frahm, Dave Leibman, Tony Malaby, Clarence Penn.
www.myspace.com/sirrahmas
www.youtube.com/user/samharrismusic

Ruben Samama
"...Bandleader and bass player Ruben Samama seems to be drawing from a deep well 

of traditions, from Afro-Cuban to free-improv, from world fusion to chamber jazz.” 

Review CDBaby editors pick ***** 
Born in 1985, New York based bass-player Ruben Samama started to play and write 

music from the age of 12. Born into a musical family, as the son of a flautist and a 

composer, Ruben grew up with music all around him, “ I always wanted to make music and I don’t think I ever considered any other future profession, it just happened, music was a natural thing for me to do, the only question was: ‘What kind of music?’ this was solved soon enough when I found out ‘All kinds of music’. Because of this, improvisation seemed to be the best vehicle for blending and mixing all the musical styles I loved.” 

When Ruben was 13 he was fortunate enough to have been admitted to the young talent department of the Royal Conservatory in the Hague, where he studied double-bass and classical composition with Hein van de Geyn and Roderick de Man. He continued to study there until he graduated Cum Laude with a Bachelor’s degree in 2007 after which Ruben earned his Master’s degree at the Manhattan School of Music where he studied from 2007 till 2009 on a presidential scholarship under the inspiring guidance of Jay Anderson, Dave Liebman, Garry Dial, Phil Markowitz and Jason Moran. 

Besides being a versatile sideman, Ruben has worked on many other projects where he can be heard as a composer and/or bandleader. Ruben has written numerous pieces for film and theatre which have been performed throughout Europe by prominent groups such as ZTHollandia and Toneelgroep Amsterdam.  In 2007 Ruben released his debut cd as a bandleader (“Hotaru” OAPrecords), which was internationally received with all 5 star reviews. Ruben has been fortunate enough to have shared the stage with musicians such as Dave Liebman, Randy Brecker, Bob Mintzer, Steve Slagle, Ambrose Akimunsire, Alexandra Grimal, Ted Poor, Fabian Almazan and performs internationally with Colombian singer Lucia Pulido and the European formation Subtone. 

Ruben has been a recipient of: 

PB Culture foundation scholarship 

VSB foundation scholarship 

the Fulbright foundation scholarship 

NFPK+ scholarship 

AJTA award 2006
www.rubensamama.com

