Biography Diederik Rijpstra

The New York based Diederik Rijpstra could be called a promising and original “New Kid on the Block”. He is an unconventional, intuitive and convincing player with a warm and subtle sound. Radiohead, Philip Glass and sounds from his daily life inspire his intriguing compositions.
His current group with Joost Lijbaart (winner Dutch jazz competition 2002 and a.o. member of Yuri Honing trio), Clemens van der Feen (a.o. semi-finalist of the Thelonious Monk Competition), and Dimitar Bodurov (winner Young Pianist Foundation Jazz Competition 2007) is looking for diversity in their music in playful and surprising ways. The Diederik Rijpstra Quartet plays compositions that combine lyricism and intense interactivity. His new album Wampum was released in June 2010. This album also included some duo improvisations with the renowned Eric Vloeimans. Diederik just recorded a new album in New York with Andy Milne, Greg Ritchie, Zack Lober and Keisuke Matsuno. This album is planned to be released late 2012. 
In Spring 2012 Diederik collaborated with Ayanna Witter Johnson. Ayanna is a gifted singer, cellist and composer and she has won the Apollo Amateur Night in New York last year. That's the same stage where Michael Jackson and Ella Fitzgerald became famous. The project was called “The Open Song Project”. The duo was accompanied by the Amsterdam piano trio Tin men and the Telephone, for some performances (including ELB Jazz in Hamburg)
Recently Diederik is working as a composer outside of jazz as well. He composed music for a selection of poems of Leo Vroman during the celebration of the poet’s 90th birthday (Amsterdam). He wrote three pieces for the International Holland festival 2009 and 2011 and composed and edited music for the dance performance ChoreOBJECTograhy (choreography Keeley Walsh, New York). Diederik collaborated with diretor Adrian Hopkins for the short movie “On the Run.” On September 16 his first arrangement for big band and strings, the Oncofonie, premiered in the Royal Theater Carré in Amsterdam. 
Years ago Diederik initiated the founding of QUINCEY, currently one of the most innovative jazz quintets in the Netherlands. They have released their new album Balcony of the Irish Turtle in Februari 2011. In 2004 Diederik toured with the Gideon van Gelder Quartet (winner Princess Christina Concours, finalist Deloitte Jazz Award 2008). Two years later he reached the finals of the Dutch Jazz Competition 2006 with QUINCEY and played with this group at the North Sea Jazz festival. The same year, his great talent clinched him a berth as guest soloist for the Jazz Impulse tour with the popular band Room Eleven. In 2007 he won the Dutch Trust Carnegie Award, which took him to Carnegie Hall, New York, performing with the talented young pianist Jonathan Batiste, known for his work with Wynton Marsalis. Diederik released three CDs with QUINCEY, the latter two got auspicious reviews. Diederik played with several famous Dutch musicians, like Benjamin Herman (winner Boy Edgar Prize) Harmen Fraanje and Jesse van Ruller (winner Thelonious Monk Award) and on stages and festivals like Bimhuis, SJU huis, Beauforthuis, North Sea Jazz festival and The Hague Jazz festival.

For more information please visit:

www.diederikrijpstra.com
___________________________________________________________________________

What other people say about Diederik:

Eric Vloeimans (most renowned Dutch trumpet player): “I find his playing very original and nuanced. Diederik is a genuine storyteller on his trumpet.”
Press:
www.jazzenzo.nl augustus 2012

“His tone makes one feel happy and evokes melancholy. Nostalgia and optimism melt together.”
Jazzism, December 2010

“Wampum is impressive. The music can start out dreamy to be pursued by heavy, exciting, challenging and emotional music, guided by associative thoughts.”
Volkskrant, June 2010
“The debut album of Diederik Rijpstra (1982), studying in New York, is surprising. Not only because of his storytelling, etherical and brave playing, but mostly the unhindered and developing compositions are intriguing.“
NRC Next, July 2010
“Rijpstra’s debut shows more compositional talent than before. His music is intriguing.”
Parool, June 2010

“A young and exciting trumpetplayer. Diederik Rijpstra is in the middle of the age of discretion, what an individual sound he has, both in his playing and in his compositions.”
Elsevier, June 2010 

“The creativity is intensely present; traditional and modern sounds blend together. Wampum is a jewel. “
HVT, April 2008
“Diederik Rijpstra impresses me with his fragile and emotional way of playing in his own composition Tu.”

Jazzflits, January 2008

“The in unison playing of Van Der Vlugt (saxophone) and Rijpstra creates a full, melancholic and beautifully balanced sound.”
www.jazzenzo.nl August 2006

“Trumpet player Diederik Rijpstra plays daringly and explores the boundaries of his instrument.”
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